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scientific. Nor, it seems, is a scientific Westerner scientific in all
respects. Mr. Pitt-Rivers has the following: "Sir James Fraser
wrote to Mr. Heape: *I suppose that Newton was the greatest
scientific genius who ever lived; but he wrote drivelling nonsense
about prophecy and the book of Revelation. Faraday, another
scientific genius of the first order, was a Sandemanian. A. R.
Wallace, Crookes and Lodge dabble in the nonsense of spiritualism.
Mankind from top to bottom is riddled with such inconsistencies'"
(Pitt-Rivers, Clash of Culture and the Contact of Races, p. 161).

In the absence of objective scientific measurement, only a sub-
jective appreciation is open. It has, however, all the weaknesses of
generalization from insufficient data, which Mr. Parmelee himself
deplored when he said: "It is unfortunately true of both Eastern
and Western writers that they often make wild and inaccurate
generalizations when trying to compare Eastern and Western
thought" (Parmelee, Oriental and Occidental Culture, p. 56, note).

But whatever be the basis for estimating the proportion of the
Eastern and the Western characteristics in the East and the West,
the proportion itself has not, according to Mr. Parmelee, remained
constant in time. He says, for instance, that "the West is turning
more and more to science for guidance. The East still clings to
religion and metaphysics" (ibid., p. 62). "During the past three
centuries science has made greater strides in the West than during
all preceding time the world oven It has transformed Occidental
Culture not only materially but mentally as well" (ibid., p. 73).
"Every visitor to Venice has seen at the entrance to the Grand Canal
the large church of Santa Maria della Salute. It was constructed
several centuries ago in an effort to check a great epidemic which
was raging. The West has travelled a long way since that time"
(ibid., p. 78). "It must not be forgotten that science is a compara-
tively recent factor in the Western world, and might very easily
have failed to develop at all" (ibid., p. 84). It is clear from such
statements that the West has not always been as scientific as it is
to-day.

It is not only the West that has changed under the influence of
science but also the Orient "Occidental science/* says Mr. Parmelee!,